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October, 2016 

 

 

Dear Educators,  

 

On behalf of all of MCESA, we are excited that you are using our content specific assessments in 

your school or district.  We sincerely hope that the assessments help you to measure student 

achievement and provide useful information about student learning or instructional patterns.   

 

Attached are the item specifications and blueprint that accompany each particular course with an 

assessment.  These item specifications can serve as a useful tool for understanding the test content.  

However, they DO NOT represent a curriculum.  To support your understanding of item 

specifications, please consider these important points. 

 

 The item specifications were written for a very specific audience and purpose.  They serve as 

a bridge between the standards and the assessment.  The item specifications define for item 

writers what counts as testable content from the standards.  They delineate what an item 

could be written about or not written about.  Item writers used the item specifications to write 

test items for a bank of items. 

 

 The specifications may use i.e. or e.g. when listing testable content.  E.g. means that these 

things are eligible to be included on items in the test item bank, but the item writer is not 

limited to them.  They are examples.  I.e. means that the item bank content is limited to only 

those examples listed.  

 

 The item specifications inform the content of items that are in the item bank.  Not every 

example listed on the item specification document will be included in the final assessment. 

 

 Although the item specifications may show that certain standards are not addressed on the 

MCESA content specific assessment, this does not mean that teachers are not responsible for 

teaching those standards.  Teachers are responsible for teaching all of the state standards.  

 

For more information about how to use item specifications, please refer to the MCESA Assessment 

webpage for webcasts that explain in detail the assessment development process and the use of item 

specifications.   http://education.maricopa.gov//site/Default.aspx?PageID=263 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

MCESA Assessment Department 

 
 

http://www.maricopa.gov/schools
http://education.maricopa.gov/site/Default.aspx?PageID=263
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Visual Arts Grade 5 – Assessment Blueprint 

Content Distribution Visual Arts Grade 5 

Creating Standards 38% 

Performing Standards 20% 

Responding Standards 29% 

Connecting Standards 13% 

Total 100% 

 
 

Creating Standards   

CR.1.a 7% 

CR.1.b 7% 

CR.2.a 6% 

CR.2.b 11% 

CR.3.a 7% 

Standard Total 38% 

 
 

Performing Standard   

P.4.a 7% 

P.5.a 7% 

P.6.a 6% 

Standard Total 20% 

 
 

Responding Standard   

R.7.a 7% 

R.7.b 7% 

R.8.a 6% 

R.9.a 9% 

Standard Total 29% 

 
 

Connecting Standard   

CN.10.a 7% 

CN.11.a 6% 

Standard Total 13% 
*Percent of assessment items in each concept may vary up to 3% on the actual test. 
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 Standard Item Specification 

CR 1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

1.a 
Combine ideas to generate an 
innovative idea for art-making. 

Content 
Identify whether a step in the art-making process is from the planning, creating, or revising phase. 
 
Guidelines 

 Items should include appropriate vocabulary that describes the different phases of the art-making process 
(e.g.: Brainstorm, notes, sketch, rough draft, plan, revise, and edit.)  

 Distinguish between copying directly from a resource and combining resources to create an original idea 

 Appropriation (definition): intentional borrowing copying alteration of pre-existing images/objects 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Student artwork inspired by appropriation 

 Student artwork inspired by different resources 

1.b 
Identify and demonstrate diverse 
methods of artistic investigation 

(such as researching subject matter, 
techniques, the work of other 

artists) to choose an approach for 
beginning a work of art. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content 
Choose art processes to get a desired effect.  
 
 
Guidelines 

 Examples: Use wet-on-wet watercolor to paint a sky, using hatching and crosshatching to show value in an ink 
drawing, etc.) 

 Combine images from resources such as newspapers, magazines, television, internet, maps and books.  

 Vocabulary- portrait, landscape, still life. 
 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CR 2 Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
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 Standard Item Specification 

2.a 
Develop skills in multiple artmaking 

techniques and experiment with 
approaches (such as using elements 

and principles of modern art, 
applying artistic norms of diverse 

cultures) through practice. 

Content 

 Skills used in weaving, watercolor, oil pastels. 

 Identify elements of art and principles of design within a piece of artwork.  

 Identify only the following elements of art: Line, shape, color, form, texture, space, and value. Identify the 
element(s) used by an artist to create a piece of artwork. 

 
Guidelines 

 Only the following principles of design:  
 Patterns (e.g.: tessellations, mathematical, natural) 
 Contrast (i.e.: high and low) 
 Movement (i.e.: type of line that depicts movement, type of line that creates movement, and type of line 

that implies movement) 
 Emphasis (e.g.: color, focal point, and scale) (1.3.201) 

 Type of lines (e.g.: horizontal, vertical, diagonal, zigzag, wavy, curved, contour, and straight) 

 Geometric shapes (e.g.: circle, square, triangle, rectangle, rhombus, and hexagon.) 

 Organic shapes (non-geometric)  

 Forms (e.g.: sphere, cylinder, cone, cube, pyramid, rectangular prism) 

 Color (e.g.: neutral, primary/secondary and warm/cool, complementary, intermediate/tertiary.) 

 Value (e.g.: tints, shades, and value scales.) 

 Space: (e.g.: positive/negative, foreground, middle ground, background, and horizon line.) 

 Texture as related to visual and actual. 

 Items could ask students to select the dominant element that the artist used to create a piece of artwork. 

 Items could be about the organization of a composition. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 4th, 5th, or 6th grade student art examples 

 Teacher demonstration examples of different media or techniques 

 Teacher demonstration examples of elements/principles exercises or finished artworks 
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 Standard Item Specification 

2.b 
Demonstrate quality craftsmanship 

through care for and use of 
materials, tools, and equipment. 

Content 
Identify the materials, tools and techniques within a provided context. 
 
Guidelines 

 Items should clarify the relationship between tools, materials, and/or techniques. 
 Painting – Brush, tempera, water color, crayon-resist. 
 Collage – Scissors, glue, paper, pictures. 
 Drawing – Pencil, charcoal, crayons, markers, colored pencils, oil pastels, chalk pastels, rulers, erasers, 

stencils. 
 Printmaking – Printing plate, ink, brayer, stamps, stencils/templates, rubbings, calligraphy. 
 Ceramics – Carving, pinch, coil, slab, kiln, clay, glaze. 
 Sculpture – Wire, paper, plaster of Paris, papier mache, found objects. 
 Weaving – Paper, yarn, loom. 

 Provide visual examples that include what the artist used, tools, media, and techniques.  

 Make sure that they focus on the relationship between the materials, tools and techniques using compare 
and contrast. (2.2.201) 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 4th, 5th, or 6th grade student art examples or teacher demonstration examples 

 Rubrics used in student assessment including illustrated rubrics  
 

2.c 
Describe and visually document 

places and/or objects of personal 
significance. 

 
Not assessed. 

CR 3 Refine and complete artistic work. 

3.a 
Create an artist statement using art 

vocabulary to describe personal 
choices in art-making. 

Content 
Evaluate examples from non-examples.  Match artist statements to artwork. 
 
Guidelines 
An artist statement is a written description to help communicate an understanding of the artwork. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
Stimulus features may include student-written artist statements. 
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 Standard Item Specification 

 

P 4 Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation. 

4 
Define the roles and responsibilities 
of museum professionals (such as 

museum educator, curator, security 
guard, conservator, docent, 

exhibition designer); explain the 
skills and knowledge needed in 

maintaining and presenting objects, 
artifacts, and artwork. 

Content 
Identify roles and responsibilities of museum educator, curator, security guard, conservator, docent, exhibition 
designer. 
 
 
Guidelines 

 Items regarding the maintenance of artworks will be limited to lighting and temperature control. 

 Identify the following art-world experts and their basic job description: 
 Museum Educator: A person who instructs others about art. 
 Art Curator: Selects and arranges art for display. 
 Conservator: Preserves and treats art objects. 
 Docent: Trained volunteer who provides tours at museums. 
 Security Guard: A museum employee who keeps the artwork safe. 
 Exhibition Designer: Prepares the space for a public showing of artwork 

 
 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
 
 
 

P 5 Develop and refine artistic work for presentation. 

5 
Develop a logical argument for safe 
and effective use of materials and 

techniques for preparing and 
presenting artwork (such as debating 

or writing about the care and 
transportation of personal artwork, 

care of family heirlooms, 
unprotected Native American 

petroglyphs). 

Content 

 Items could address how to transport students’ personal artworks. 
 
Guidelines 

 Criteria for how art should be cared and/or protected could include: Temperature and climactic conditions, 
security, lighting, and location of artwork display (e.g.: indoors or outdoors.) 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
 
 
 

P 6 Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
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 Standard Item Specification 

6 
Cite evidence about how an 

exhibition in a museum or other 
venue (such as school lobby, bulletin 
board, local business) presents ideas 

and provides information about a 
specific concept or topic. 

Content 

 Items could ask students to identify themes of the presentation. 
Guidelines 

 Item could include a scenario where 3 artworks are shown and students choose the concept or topic 
communicated. 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Artwork samples 

 Item could include a passage from an exhibition narrative and students choose concept or topic 
communicated. 

 
  

R 7 Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

7.a 
Use art-specific vocabulary to 

compare how artworks made in 
different cultures reflect the times 

and places in which they were made. 

Content 

 compare how artworks made in different cultures reflect the times and places in which they were made 
 

Guidelines 

 Tools include but are not limited to paintbrush, camera, pen/pencil, glue, markers, stamps, scissors, rulers, 
texture plates. 

 Materials include but are not limited to canvas, paper, metal, wood, ceramic, fabric, paint, recycled 
materials/found objects, natural materials, rock, yarn, and clay. 

 Techniques include but are not limited to weaving, drawing, painting, printing, rubbing, hand-building, 
stamping, collage, and papier mache. 

 Given artwork must have a frame of reference (e.g.: style, title, artist, date, size, location).  
 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Resources could include timelines, maps, and artwork 
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 Standard Item Specification 

7.b 
Identify and analyze cultural 

associations suggested by visual 
imagery (such as the skulls and 

skeletons used in Day of the Dead 
festivals, dancing dragons used in 
Chinese New Year celebrations, 

broken chain as symbol of freedom). 

Content 

 Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual imagery 
Guidelines 

 Identification needs to be in other artwork, not the student's. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 artworks 

R 8 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

8 
Distinguish between relevant and 

non-relevant contextual information 
(artist's life and times) to support an 
interpretation of the mood, message 

or meaning of that artwork. 

Content 
 
Guidelines 

 Use visual examples that depict common human experiences, including but not limited to death, friendship, 
love, hunger, peace, struggle, triumph, joy, fear, and loneliness.  

 Items could include visuals of an artist’s work and students choose what details of the artist’s life and times 
are significant to the interpretation. 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
 
 
 

R 9 Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 

9.a 
Recognize differences in criteria 

used to evaluate works of art 
depending on styles (such as Cubist, 

Anasazi, Harlem Renaissance), 
genres (such as portrait, still life, 

landscape), and media. 

Content 
Identify elements of art and principles of design within a piece of artwork. 
 
Guidelines 

 Criteria are guidelines used to evaluate the success of an artwork.  

 Items could include a visual and students choose the appropriate criteria. 

 Items should evaluate craftsmanship using given criteria. Criteria could include: 
 Is it finished? 
 Neatness 
 Organization 
 Are there unintentional rips or smudges? 
 Appropriate use of materials 

 Be clear and specific. 
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 Standard Item Specification 

 Use examples and non-examples in items. 

 Items could include use of a rubric. 

 Elements of art and principles of design should only be used as criteria for modern art. 

 Items could ask students to recognize the difference between a personal criterion (an art preference), and an 
established criterion (an art judgment),  

 Examples of personal criteria (an art preference): 
 "I like this because it's an Impressionist painting." 
 "I don't like this because it's ugly." 

 Examples of established criteria (an art judgment): 
 This artwork is successful because the artist properly used line to show movement. 
 This is not a good example of symmetry because both sides are not balanced. 
 This piece of art is important because it depicts a historical event. 
 This piece of art is important because it tells a story from a religious document. 

 Criteria should include: 
 Elements and principles of art and design 
 Craftsmanship 
 Extrinsic or intrinsic value 
 Choice of materials 
 Appropriate use of medium 
 Appropriate use of materials and tools 
 Artist's skill 
 Ability to evoke emotion and/or create mood 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
Stimulus features may include 4th, 5th, or 6th grade student art examples or teacher demonstration examples in 
portraits, still-lifes, or landscapes. 

CN 10 Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 

10 
Create a work of art that reflects or 

is inspired by the natural and/or 
built environment in a new way. 

Content 

 Compare artwork to shapes and forms found in nature. 
 
Guidelines 

 The built environment is constructed by man. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Use scenarios about student artists trying to create in new ways. 
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 Standard Item Specification 

CN 11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to deepen understanding. 

11 
Identify how art is used to inform or 
change beliefs, values, or behaviors 
of an individual or society (such as 
religious art can illustrate a groups' 

beliefs, community murals can 
reflect concerns of the 

neighborhood, and an advertising 
image can be persuasive). 

Content 

 Items will be limited to community murals and advertising.  
 
Guidelines 

 Students will look at a visual and choose how it might influence a person to change their beliefs or behaviors. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
 

 Artworks 

 scenarios 
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