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October, 2016 

 

 

Dear Educators,  

 

On behalf of all of MCESA, we are excited that you are using our content specific assessments in 

your school or district.  We sincerely hope that the assessments help you to measure student 

achievement and provide useful information about student learning or instructional patterns.   

 

Attached are the item specifications and blueprint that accompany each particular course with an 

assessment.  These item specifications can serve as a useful tool for understanding the test content.  

However, they DO NOT represent a curriculum.  To support your understanding of item 

specifications, please consider these important points. 

 

 The item specifications were written for a very specific audience and purpose.  They serve as 

a bridge between the standards and the assessment.  The item specifications define for item 

writers what counts as testable content from the standards.  They delineate what an item 

could be written about or not written about.  Item writers used the item specifications to write 

test items for a bank of items. 

 

 The specifications may use i.e. or e.g. when listing testable content.  E.g. means that these 

things are eligible to be included on items in the test item bank, but the item writer is not 

limited to them.  They are examples.  I.e. means that the item bank content is limited to only 

those examples listed.  

 

 The item specifications inform the content of items that are in the item bank.  Not every 

example listed on the item specification document will be included in the final assessment. 

 

 Although the item specifications may show that certain standards are not addressed on the 

MCESA content specific assessment, this does not mean that teachers are not responsible for 

teaching those standards.  Teachers are responsible for teaching all of the state standards.  

 

For more information about how to use item specifications, please refer to the MCESA Assessment 

webpage for webcasts that explain in detail the assessment development process and the use of item 

specifications.   http://education.maricopa.gov//site/Default.aspx?PageID=263 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

MCESA Assessment Department 

 
 

http://www.maricopa.gov/schools
http://education.maricopa.gov/site/Default.aspx?PageID=263


  2016-2017 
 

Music Grade 5 – Assessment Blueprint 

Content Distribution Music Grade 5 

Creating Standards 11% 

Performing Standards 82% 

Responding Standards 0% 

Connecting Standards 7% 

Total 100% 

 
 

Creating Standards   

CR.3.a 11% 

Standard Total 11% 

 
 

Performing Standard   

P.4.c 38% 

P.4.d 38% 

P.6.b 6% 

Standard Total 82% 

 
 

Connecting Standard   

CN.11.b 7% 

Standard Total 7% 
*Percent of assessment items in each concept may vary up to 3% on the actual test. 



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

Standard Item Specification 

CR 1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

1.a 
Improvise rhythmic, melodic, and 

harmonic ideas. 
Not assessed. 

1.b 
Generate musical ideas within related 
tonalities, meters, and simple chord 

changes. 

Not assessed. 

CR 2 Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

2.a 
Demonstrate selected and developed 

musical ideas for improvisations, 
arrangements, or compositions. 

Not assessed. 

2.b 
Use notation to document personal or 

collective rhythmic and melodic musical 
ideas. 

Not assessed. 

CR 3 Refine and complete artistic work. 

3.a 
Describe the rationale for making 
revisions to the music based on 

evaluation criteria and feedback from 
their teacher. 

Content 
 
Guidelines 

 The stem should include a musical excerpt and teacher feedback in a scenario.  

 Answer choices should include passages that are variations on the original excerpt with one change 
incorporating the elements of music (e.g. crescendo, staccato, accents, dynamics).  

 Focus should remain on the application and functional knowledge of the elements of music. (E.g. – Show 
passage. Feedback: “This line of music is rising…) 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 
 
 

3.b 
Present the final version of personally or 
collectively created music to others and 

explain their creative process. 

Not assessed. 

  



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

P 4 Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation. 

4.a 
Demonstrate and explain how the 

selection of music to perform is 
influenced by personal interest, 

knowledge, purpose, and context. 

Not assessed. 

4.b 
Demonstrate understanding of the form 

in music selected for performance. 
 

Not assessed.  

4.c 
Read and perform using notation. 

 

Content 

 Identify the note and rest name.  

 Identify the value of note and rest. 
 
Guidelines 

 Given a short phrase of no more than 8 measures, ask for the name of identified note/notes. 

 Musical phrases may include all notes and rests from previous grade levels including whole, half, quarter, 
eighth and dotted half and dotted quarter notes along with corresponding rests. 

 Sixteenth note patterns should be limited to identifying the following patterns: 
 Four 1/16s 
 1/16, 1/8, 1/16 
 1/8, 1/16, 1/16 
 1/16, 1/16, 1/8 

 The item could compare corresponding rest and note symbols. 

 Stems and responses should include a single line percussion staff. 

 Questions could include combinations of letter (bottom to top or left to right) and could use word 
combinations or distractors. 

 Question stems should consist of short phrases of no more than 8 measures and may include: 
 Harmonies: e.g. descant, ostinato 
 Treble clef, accidentals, time signature, bar lines, double bar lines, repeat sign, coda, first and second 

ending, fermata, D.C. al fine. 

 Question stems should be limited to: 
 One ledger line above or below treble staff. 
 No note values smaller than eighth notes and rests 

 Simple syncopation should be limited to half note, quarter note and eighth note combinations and will 
appear in 2/4, 3/4, or 4/4 time signatures. 



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

 Stems and responses should be limited to note and rest symbols and should exclude other music symbols, 
e.g. clefs, time signature. 

 Questions should be limited to the key of C and no accidentals. 

 Do not include common or cut time symbols. 

 Notating music not addressed in multiple choice. 

 Do not use rests in syncopation patterns. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Stimuli should include one line rhythmic examples.  

 Limited to treble clef 5 line staff and whole note representations. 

 Up to 3 ledger lines above or below the staff. 

 Can include graphics such as arrows, and musical notations.  
 



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

4.d 
Demonstrate an understanding of 

musical concepts. 

Content 

 Defining a symbol or matching a symbol to its definition may include: 
 Time signature/meter signature (4/4, 3/4, 2/4) 
 Repeat sign 
 Bar line 
 Double bar line 
 Dynamics (pp-ff) treble and bass clef and staff 
 Accidentals (flats, sharps, and naturals) 
 Phrasing Marks (i.e. comma indicates breadth mark, arch indicating phrase marks) 
 Key Signature defined as the function of the key signature 
 Symbols need to be presented in context of a two to four measure example excerpt 

 Do not include common or cut time symbols. 

 Define vibration 

 Three elements of sound, i.e., disturbance produces the sound, the medium which transfer the sound, 
receptor hears the sound. 

 
Guidelines 

 If possible, have answers be symbols and the stem to include a vocabulary word, so there is only one 
vocabulary word in each item. 

 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 A single graphic example could have parts labeled or circled and students could answer multiple items from 
one example. 

 Stimuli could include graphics such as arrows, and musical notations.  

 Stimuli should include graphics/images of the three elements of sound.  

P 5 Develop and refine artistic work for presentation. 

5.a 
Apply teacher-provided and 

collaboratively-developed criteria and 
feedback to evaluate personal and 

ensemble performance. 
 

Not assessed. 



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

5.b 
With an appropriate level of 

independence rehearse to refine 
technique, expression, and identified 

performance challenges. 
 

Not assessed. 

P 6 Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 

6.a 
Perform music with appropriate 

expression, technique, and 
interpretation. 

 

Not assessed. 

6.b 
Demonstrate performance 

and audience decorum 
appropriate for the occasion 

Content 
Identify appropriate audience behavior. 
 
Guidelines 
Students should identify appropriate behavior from pictures or descriptions. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Children whispering to each other during a musical concert 

 People clapping at the end of a performance 

 Yelling during a performance 

 Pictures of various performances (e.g., rock/pop concert, symphony concert, and choral concert) 
 

  



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

R 7 Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

7.a 
Explain how music listening is influenced 

by personal interest, knowledge, 
purpose, and context. 

Not assessed. 

7.b 
Demonstrate and explain how musical 
concepts and contexts affect responses 

to music. 
 

Not assessed. 

R 8 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

8.a 
Demonstrate and describe expressive 

attributes and how they support 
creators'/performers' expressive intent. 

Not assessed. 

R 9 Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 

9.a 
Apply teacher-provided and 

collaboratively-developed criteria to 
evaluate musical works and 

performances. 

Not assessed. 

  



  Item Specifications for General Music, Grade 5 

 

Music grade 5 – v2.0 – 10-06-16 

CN 10 Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 

10.a 
Explain why particular pieces of music are 

important to one's family or cultural 
heritage 

Not assessed. 

10.b 
Describe the roles and impact various 

music plays in one's life and the lives of 
others. 

Not assessed. 

CN 11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to deepen understanding. 

11.a 
Explain relationships between music and 

other content areas 
Not assessed. 

11.b 
Describe how context can inform a 

performance. 
 

Content 
 
Guidelines 

 Western instruments should be limited to band, orchestral and classroom instruments. 

 Nonwestern instrument choices should be limited to the following cultural origins: Island/African and Asian. 
 
Stimulus Features/Graphics 

 Question stems and answers should be limited to pictures of commonly used instruments. 

 Stimuli could include images of instruments. 
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