
9th Grade ELA Lesson Plan 

UNIT TITLE:  The Odyssey 

LESSON FOCUS:  Question Formulation Technique (QFT) with Image of “The Enchantress Circe” 

LESSON OBJECTIVE: 1. Students will apply the QFT to explore their thinking about the painting 

“The Enchantress Circe” by Joseph Werner. 

2. Students will identify closed questions and modify them to open 

questions. 

3. Students will analyze the painting in relation to the poem “Circe’s Power” 
by Louise Gluck 

SUB-OBJECTIVES: 1. Apply the rules of QFT. 

2. Distinguish between closed and open questions. 

3. Apply the QFT structure process. 

4. Apply prior knowledge of poem “Circe’s Power” to make a connection to 
the painting.  

LESSON SEQUENCE: 1. Review QFT structure and rules. 

2. Generate questions for Q(Focus) (“The Enchantress Circe” painting). 

3. Count the questions:  Why do you think your group generated this 

number of questions? 

4. Identify closed and open questions: Each student choses one to rewrite as 

an open question with team support. 

5. Review why we build to open questions. 

6. Prioritize the questions to relate to “Circe’s Power.”  Each student 

chooses one question. 

7. Write a connection between the painting and poem on a sticky note. 

8. Add questions to Google classroom. 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING: 1. Monitor and check for closed questions rewritten to open questions. 

2. Assess student connections between painting and poem. 

3. Check all priority questions in Google classroom (after all have been 
submitted. 



LEARNING STANDARDS: READING STANDARDS: Literature 
9-10.RL.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
9-10.RL.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
9-10.RL.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, 
and advance the plot or develop the theme.  
9-10RL.7 
Analyze the representation of a subject or key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS: 
 
9-10.SL.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐ 
one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision‐making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new connections based on the evidence and reasoning 
presented.  

 


